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Pabliſh'd at 'the Re = f Mr. His rh Sheriff, the 


other Gentlemen 7 the County. 
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CHES TER. Printed fie 7, HODGSON, 
0 Bookſeller. 
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me © Church WT 
IcursSTER; 
At che e, Tueſday Auguſt 2 bh, 


Before Sir 10 SEPH JEXY 15 1. ops 
_ Eſquire, ſecond Judge of CHESTE * 


M. A. Vicar of . 
ddlewich, an ometime Fellow of * * 
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FROM Sheriff of the County of Cheſter; Vi 
AIST > 4 fv 4s 9225 


dir Rich ard Groſyee, 

nor, Baronet. 
Sir George Warbur- | 

ton, Baronet. 
Sir John Bellot, Bar. 
Charles Cholmondel 95 

„ 
Thomas Starkey E- 
ſquire. 5 | 
Jobn Daniel, E- 


ſquire. 
John $ Jpencer , E- 


Thomas. Copper, k. 7 


ſquire. 


| Charles Valley, E- 


ſquire. 


John Leech, Junior, a 


Eſquire. 


Robert Hyde, E= 


ſquire. 


John Dod, Ea 
Mr. Alexander Hol- 


ag 


| | a 9 8 
Mr. Francis Elcock. 


ſquire. I Mr. Edward Vernon. 
vlan Dod, Jun. Mr. John Hewit. 
Eſquire, | / 


Gentlemen of the Grand ury. 


Gentlemen, . 


HE following 


when preach 7a, had the Favour of 


Diſcourſe, which, 
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eren * n nt 157 4 
ny J pour Commands. - 22 
| may. be 2 in the Compoſeting, 
tr N e and bnperfeRions . 
in 4 great Meaſure 5 5 for; with 

thoſe other Gentlemen of the County wh 
would not be denied, and indeed, whoſe 
conſtant Civilities have merited this n 
| greater Obedience. Be pleaſed therefor 
Ind y to accept it, as a thankful. Acknov- 

ledgment for many Obligations you have laid 
upon the Author, ns of i with all ll po 
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| Gentlemen, | 
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Your very humble Servant, 


| Rom: vi vx 1 HE: 
Who „ ſh lay any thing to' the Charge 4 


God's Bless ? 1 is Ged that ene 
i be that Cale g 
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4 An . great Defgn of this Epifle is 
to remove an unhappy Emulati- 
| on betwixt the Jews and Gen- 
tiles, no leſs unreaſonable in it ſelf, 
din prejudicial to the Intereſt of the Goſpel; 
The Jews, full of their Privileges, and young 
upon Obſervance of L Ceran 
the Gentiles with all the Scorn pars 
s People deſerted by God and abandoned 
to Damnation: The Gentiles, on the other 
hand, were not wanting to return the Lan- 
_— ; they inſulted the Jews as Repro- 
bates, and purſued the Advantage to that 
nvidious height, as to pretend that they were 
linger turned — — Favour 2 
mi on Purpoſe that t mſelves 
night be taken in. And 2 the Jews 
placed Virtue in Circumciſion, and Religion 
n New _—_ and ee they W 
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At this Diſtance did they ſtand off of 


one another in Contempt and Slight. In 
Order to compoſe this ill- timed Difference, 


the Apoſtle lays before; them the lictle 


Reaſon either of them had to Glory; that 


. La 


the pretended Wiſdom of the one, and the 


boaſted Righteouſneſs of the other were'equally 


_ vain and infignificant ; the only way of com- 
ng at Salvation being through Faith in Jef 
Z ng ovomor 01 ©, 
The Proſecution of this Argument makes 
up no ſmall Part of this Epiſtle; but tis 

all along chiefly turned upon the Jews, be- 


2 


cauſe they out of obſtinate Fondneſs ſor 


Moſaick Inſtitutions were by far the mote 


Riff and uncomplying of the two. To. 


bring them therefore over to better Tem- 


per, he ſhews they were not any longer 


to inſiſt upon antiquated Privileges, becauſe 


what Diſtinctions and Encloſures ſoever there 


might be before, the World lay now in com- 
mon, and all Mankind was put upon a Level. 
Since therefore Almighty Goodneſs had been 


pleaſed at laſt to receive the Gentiles into 


Favour, hy ſhould the Jews continue amy 
longer to inſult and cenſure them? 10 
ſhall lay any thing to the Charge of * 


N 
Wenn , 


17 i Gb that Faſtifies; who is he that C ondemins 7 
The Words will ferve' both ways either 


for Check to the one, or Encouragement to the 


other: Tho' in my following Diſcourſe 1 
ſhall ſpeak of 3 latter Senſe. Burk 
may not be amiſs to en- 
Ew who are meant by God's Elect. Now 
[ 


before I proceed, it ! 


oſe principally aimed at under this Charac- 


ter in the Text, no doubt, were Gentiles; 


whom therefore upot force of this very Sup- 
poſition the Apoſtle argues t6 be deſerving 


of more tender and reſpectſul Treatment 
than hitherto they had met with: This 


Diſtinction tho? confeſſedly true, is yet too 
looſe and general for ſome Men's purpoſe; 
who willing to engroſs the mighty Ad- 
vantages of Election amongſt thoſe of their 
own Tribe and Faction, have endeavoured 
ſo to narrow and reduce the Notion till it 
would indeed fit no one but themſelves. To 
mention the many odd and blaſphemous Ex- 
pedients they have been fore'd upon in Pur- 
ſuance of this Deſign, would be equally 
matter of Pity and Deteſtation: That ”_ 
one who lays claim to Reaſon and pretends 
to think, ſhould yet be guilty of ſuch Ab- 


ſurdities as are in truth a Scandal and Re- 


proach to both ! cy | 
Thoſe who firſt began to meddle with 


this nice Subjech, were (it muſt be confeſt) 
5 _ Men 
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one without the Concurrence of the other. 
= ever they preſumed to Venture farther, tho it 


the Cauſe or the Conſequence of Election, they 


as did much more ſtrongly repreſent ſome- 


Rate, that it was infinitely difficult to tell 
which ſide to credit: Such untoward Work 


Grace, and paſs'd for an infallible Argument 
of a Choſen Veſſel, Into ſuch impious Ab- 


ture for Fancy, and leave the certain Directi- 
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e more Senſe and Modeſty, than to 
de too particular and definitive in ſuch a blind 
unbeaten way; they only affirmed in general 


that Election and Vertue muſt go together, 
and that there could be no pretending to the 


* 
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Thus far they were ſafe enough ; hut when. 
was only to the making good Works either 


contradicted one another at ſuch a poſitive 


lid they make of it, tho? all this while they 
kept within ſome tolerable Compaſs.  _ 
But thoſe who followed them, as they 
were not content to go their Lengths, ſo the 
farther they proceeded they were ſtill the more 
bewildred ; till at laſt ſuch things came to 
be advanced for ſigns and tokens of Election, 


thing elſe. Even within the Memory of 
ſome of you, to rail at Monarchy, and run 
down Epiſcopacy, to introduce Anarchy in- 
to the State, and Diſorder into the Church, 
was thought proper buſineſs for a Child of 


ſurdities do Men run, when they quit Scrip- 


51. ONS 


| * 6 
ons of the one, to follow the wild Suggeſtions = 
of the he 5100 = apt ot eee 
bh HAM but conſulted that, it wauld have 
prevented a oe many whimſical and miſ- 
chievous Miſtakes; it would have acquainted | 
them that it is not the pretended light of a 
private Spirit, no extraordinary Raptures, 
t not any Enthuſiaſtical flights, that argue Electi- 
ron, but a Life lead in the plain and homely 
y way of Religion and Honeſty, For not to 
e go far for Proof in ſo plain a Caſe, the Apoſtle, 
at the 29th Verſe of the Chapter of my Text, 
k where he, profeſſedly treats of this Matter 
from one end of it to the other, makes good 
Works a neceſſary Ingredient; whom he did 
y oretnom, ſays he, them he alſo did predeſtinatę 
e to be conformed to the Inuage of his San. But 
how it is poſſible to be conformed. to that 
glorious eee without the fair Colours of 
ertue and Innocence in which he ſhone {6 


bright, is, I preſume not to be underſtood. 
By the Elel therefore are meant ſuch as 
Copy out the Graces and Perfections of the 
Bleſſd Jeſs ; thoſe that Imitate the Purity, 
the Humility, and Meekneſs, the Juſtice, 
Temperance and Charity of this great Ex- 
ample; jn a Word, all that make his Life 
the Rule and Direction of their'own ; and 
then by the Apoſtles putting the queſtion, Who 
ſhall lay any thing to their Charge? is meant, 
TAO - 2» "Fu 


ä 5 | | tba 
either that Men of ſuch a guarded Conver. 
li ſition are not lyable to Cenſure and Accuſati- 
1 on, the Reputation of their Goodneſs will 
| keep: off Reflection, and ſince they | are ap- 
proved by God, they cannot fail to paſs too 
with Men; or that if they ſhould have the 

Mis foi tune to happen upon contrary. Treat- 
ment, they need not value it; ſo long as they 
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| are but ſecure. of the Favour of Goa, they 
| need nat be diſturbed about the Diſpleaſure 
1 The Propoſition the firſt way taken will 


not. hold, the beſt Men in the World, not- 

. withſtanding all their goodneſs, being fre- 
gquently attemped by Envy, Inſolence and 
. Pride ; and therefore we will conſider it the 

ſecond Way, as it preſents us with this uſe- 

ful Dactrine, viz. That good Men tho they 

| ſhould have the Misfortune to happen upon 

coarſe Treatment, need not value it. So that 
the Words thus interpreted furniſh two 
Heads for Diſcourſe, the vne ſuppoſed, the 

other expreſſed, als are 
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Firſt, The Propoſition ſuppoſed is, That 
the greateſt Innocence is not yet Protection 
enough from Oppreſſion and Remark; but 
that thoſe who perhaps af high in the Favour 
of God, may yet be extremely low in the Opt 


if pion and Affection of Men. 


it for the Sake of this Advantage, and pro- 

poſed to Mens Choice upon Proſpect of the 
Abundance of Regard and Favour it of Courſe 
would let 'em into with the World: For 
'twas all over Charm and Beauty, inſomuch 

that could it but aſſume a Body and appear in 
humane Shape, no one could be ſo inſenſible 
and ſtupid whom it would not ſoſten into 
Love and Admiration: But of how com- 


manding an Influence ſoever it may be whilft | 5 


i Notion and Speculation, tis quite another 
nat thing when it comes down once into Liſe 
on and Practice. There are two Cauſes (not 
zut to mention more) which will always very 
zur ¶ much contribute tow Ads the leſſening its E 
pi⸗ ſteem, vis, the Iudiſcretion of good Men, 
Nd the Malice of bad ones, Firſt, the Indif6; 
aly, |  . cretion 


ES 


Sm 


quires (like other Choice things) very ict 


of Pundctilios to be obſerved, a Miſtake | 
the leaſt of which will be of fatal Conſed 


pen to be miſplaced, 'ill-timed, or the like; 
_ a Slip in any One of theſe Circumſtances is e. 


ſervant of proper Modes and Seaſons for the 
Purpoſe as in Prudence they ſhould: So that 


* „ 


in Concluſion the Enemy takes Advantage 
(to uſe the Apoſtle's Phraſe) is evil ſpote i tou 


ſtances in abundance to illuſtrate the Truth 
4 N * | | 0 
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the bringing Virtue into Contempt. 


- 


For though it be extremely valuable, it rei 


and curious keeping: There are a Multitudd 


quence ; if there be too much or too little} 
if the Man be either over open or too reſervd 
if there be any unequal Approach to the ont 


Side or the other, if the intended Good hap! 


nough to blaſt the Credit of the whole Per! 

Now as moſt Men want the Capacity, ſo 
ſome want even the Inclination to take ſuch 1 
Variety of Formalities along: They think 
tis enough if they have Regard to the Con: 
ſcience of their Actions, and do nothing but 
what is ſubſtantially Good; but are not foob- 


from this indiſcreet, though well-meant, Ma- 
nagement to blaſpheme, and their very Goode: 


Were there Occaſion T might produce In. 


of this Reflection: To mention only one for 

all, To ſbew another Man his Faults and not 

ſuffer. Sin upon our Brother, is, you know, an 

Office that can't innocently be-declined : But 

% cow, if out of an honeſt Regard to the Diſ- 

charge of this Part of our Duty, we ſhould 

go about to reprove a Man in his Anger, and 

pretend to play Correction upon him in the 3 | 

Midſt of his Tranſports, what would be the . 

Conſequence of ſuch an Unreaſonable Appli- | 

cation, but rather to i»flame than ala the Di- 

ſtemper ? Whereas did we give his Paſſions 

Time to cool, and wait till the Fury of the 

Fit were a little over, our Reprehenſions 

would work, and we might probably recover 

hů..... Grape Fir . 

So that let an Action be never ſo good as to 

the Matter and Subſtance, the ' Succeſs as well 

25 the Credit of it does in a great Meaſure 

depend upon. the circumſtancing it 1 

Hob Sometimes tis neceſſary to be ffif and un- 

r the onphing, ſometimes agen tis as neceſſary to 

thai be % and reſigning ; ſo that if a Man always 

ntage act at the ſame Rate, he'll be in Danger to 

Ma- do as much Miſchief one Way as God the 

 GoolMather : And therefore we find the Apoſtle cu- 

poten froully diſtinguiſhing upon Occaſions, as ſome-- 

" ' Mtimes no one would be more ſevere and 

zalous, ſo at other Times he would ſuit him- 

{lf to all Humours, ſtrikg in with every 
Eo 0 Temper. 
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Crimes AND MispEMEANOURs, he H make be 
then but an untoward Figure. Were he more I © 


obnoxious Peihag he would be leſs cenſured; the 


f 


- +,” Temper; and berome-al ings MY | 
r af” Men" tht be nigh gin te 
more. AnExamplethatſhould be t 
thoroughly ſtudied, ſince tis as much as the WM 7 
Reputation of our Religion is worth to un. 
derſtand how to accommodate it innocently W / 
to Times and Perſons. And if the Indiſcre: MW 7 


tion of good Men will contribute ſo much to- 


wards the bringing Virtue into Contempt, Wl 5 
much more in the ſecond Place, will the M 7 
Malice of bad: For they areitsprofeſt Enemies, ! 


and obliged upon Principle to render it as M 
vile and deſpicable as they can, fince fo long 8 
as it keeps up its Credit, *rwill be a difficult pr 
Matter for them to maintain theirs. bi 
And therefore to be ſure the utmoſt of their M R 
perverſe Endeavours will not be wanting be 
one Way or other, either by open Falſhood In 
or {ly Inſinuation, to bring it into Diſrepute. MW 

+ Now th muſt have but an ordinary Hand at W e 
| Defamation, if they can't lay on the Calumny MW © 
ſo artificially as that ſome at leaſt, if not all of Vi 
it, ſhall ſtick. The beſt Man in the World I bee 
is not without his Miſtakes and Weak- 4b 
neſſes; ſo that if the worſt Side of him be I Re 
. ſtil] turned towards, and every little Inadver- anc 
tence improved and aggravated into H16H 2 


but 
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clear contrary to their Doings, therefore, * 


heard ſo much of theſe had it not been for the 
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the wiſe Man long ſince obſerved, © © 
They are for laying in Wait for the of JU | 
the Righteows, becauſe his Life i not 19. ans 
like theirs; his Ways are of another | 
Faſhion, therefore he is grievous unto em een 

to behold: And the Reſolution upon the whole 
is, Let us examine him with Deſpitefulneſs and 
Torture, that we may know his Meekneſs and 
rouge... I 
Thus what  betwixt the Indiſeretion of 
good and the Malice of bad Men, tis highly 
probable that the cleareſt Iundge Wi be 

but poor Protection againſt Oppreſſion and 
Remark; the Truth of which may farther 
be concluded from Examples: And indeed 
Inſtances of this Nature are as common al- 
moſt as thoſe of good Men, ſcarce one of 
em to be met with in Story who was not 


Virtues ; and perhaps we ſhould not have 


Abundance of thoſe. What a melancholy 
Repreſentation of the State of the Patriarchs 
and Prophets under the 0/d Teſtament have 
we in the 11th to the Hebrews? And how far 
the Apoſtles of the New were from faring 
better, is evident from St. Paul's Account of 
their Condition, 1 Cor. 4. And yet how 

by þ | C = . | little 


as remarkable for his Sufferings as for his 
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8 little and deſpiſed ſoever they might be on 
hab, chere's no diſputing cbeir Intereſt n 
Hsäeaven, ſince they risk d all upon that Pro - 
ſpect, and had nothing to ſupport em in this 
World but the Hopes and Expectations of 
the other. All I would offer, by Way of Re | 
flection upon what has been hitherto. ſaid, | 
ſhould be to caution you to live by Reaſon, 
and chiefly to conſult the Conſcience of your 
Actions without over. much Regard to popu- 
lar Applauſe. Indeed Reputation and Reſpect 
are deſirable Things, and for a great many | 
| Reaſons not to be neglected; however tis 4 
dangerous Rule to go by, and it always fol? 
lowed will be ſure. to lead a Man frequently 
out of his Way, The great Point to be pre- 
ſerved /acred, and from which we are never 
to depart, not for the gaining of a King- 
dom, No! not for the ſaving of our Life, 
that great Point is Conſcience. I bis ſecured, | 
will make God our Friend; and if he be for i d 
ws tis no great Matter who's againſt us. Which WW an 
brings me to the ſecond Propoſition, the De- E, 
ſign of which is to ſhew,. That thoſe who are Wl V 
ſeture of the Favour and Approbation of God, iſ 
need nit be dejected at their being cenſured and 
 eondemnedby Men; and that tor the follow- 


ing Reaſons, 
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Judge; and one that truly under ſtanids us, Men 
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are all of em ſubje& to Error and Miſtake: 


Secondly, Becauſe tis to him we are Thiefly 


accountable, Men have little to do with us: 
Thirdly, Becauſe he alone is conſtant and un- 
changeable in his Liking, Men are wavering 


5 Firſt, God 1 the only infallible Judge, and ons 
that traly underfands us, Men are ol of them 


ſabject fo Erros and Miftake. His Onnifcience - - 


lets him into every Place, into all the Secrets 
of our Hearts, into the inmoſt Receſſes of our 
Souls. There is not any Creature that is not 
manifeſt in his Sight, but all things 
are naked and open to the Eyes of him tb, iy, 
with whom we have to do; fo that . 
there's no Poſſibility of hiding out 
Faults and Infirmities from him, much leſs of 
dipuifing em into Virtues and Perfections; 
nd therefore if we can bear his al-ſeeing! 
Eye, tis an Argument of real undifſembled 
Worth, that the Inſide and the Out is of a 
Piece, and that we are indeed as good as we 
„% ⁰⁰vWw.. OO 
But riow- Men are ſo eaſily led into Error 
and Miſtake, that whoever has but Will can 
hardly ever want Power to impoſe upon their 
judgment. They only look upon the Sur- 
, i lace, 
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Face, and can ſee no more of us than we our 
ſelves are pleaſed to ſhew em; and therefore 
tis in a great Meaſure at our Choice to paſs * 
amongſt em for what we will: A little arti. | 
ficial Management will do the: Buſineſs, and 
tis but ſetting a Gloſs upon Corruptions to 


make em go for Virtues. ': Accordingly, how 


. often, thro' Help of this fort of Convey. 


ance, thro? a fly diſguiſing of the one for 


the other, have Libertines run away with 


ſoberer Men's Characters? What wiſe Man 


then would ever be concluded by the Multi- 


tude, or value himſelf upon the Reputation 


of popular Favour? How ſeldom is it that 


they enter into the true State of the Caſe, and 
pronounce on the right Side of the Queſtion? 
Who then that has the Approbation of an 


all- diſcerning Being would ever be concerned 

how they report him? Even in the common 
Affairs of Life, if our Management be ap- 
proved of by the Wiſe and Rnowing, we 
don't uſually much inſiſt upon the Judgment 


of the Ignorant and Unskilful. Now if 


there be, any Senſe in this Reflection, I need 


not tell you which way it bears in the preſent 


fied by Goa, and condemnd by Men. 


\ Cafe, when we are differently pronounced 


upon by ſuch infinitely unequal Parties, jufi- 
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Another Realon for Satisfaction under tlie 
Diſpleaſure of Men, ſo long as we have the 
Approbation of God, is, 'Becauſe tis to him 
we are chiefly accountable, Men have little to 
do with as. Indeed, were it ſafe to argue ei> 
ther from the buſy Inquiſition we make into 
other Men's Faults, or the mighty Care we 
take to keep them from our own, one would 


2 e —— 
” ont ta n 5 


ed if he thinks well of us, what great Matter 

i. tho? all the World beſides ſhould conſpire to · 

F gether to arraign and villify us? Their Opi- 
nion can't affect our Cauſe one way or the 

her other, neither will their good one be of ', 
| | N | Advan- 


a be apt to conclude. we were extremely inte- 

n reſted in each other's Opinion, and that 

In. twere as much as our Salvation was worth to 

i. appear fair and innocent to one another, 
Ho do we hide our Deformities, and with 

at what ſpecious Artifices do we diſguiſe our 

1d Crimes? and all to cheat one another into a 

1? mutual good Opinion of our ſelves, as if that 

an were the only Bar from whence! we were to 

ed expect our Doom. But what a weak Project 

on is this, to take ſo much Pains to recommend 

p- our ſelves to Men? to Men that mult ſtand. ö 
ye at the ſame Tribunal, and undergo the very 4 
nt MW fame Judgment with our ſelves ?. For we are | 
if I all of us equally accountable to God, and 
ed 'tis upon his determining Sentence alone that. | 
nt our everlaſting Fate depends; and thereſore 1 


vantage, 
as that Confideratior! ecaſes: Any unlucky 


thin 


we ſtan 


Vie wy the: R 
great Day will got be taken from the Cha- 


racter we have horn here; will ſignify no- 
what we were in the Rye and Appre 
jon of the World, eker it ſuppoſed 
us had or took us or . — 


Conſideration apart, the 


will be what we are in dur ir ales 8 what 

the Jud thinks of us, for tis ts him alone 

or fall; and therefore why ſhould 

we regard the Cenſure of thoſe who have {6 

little to do with us, whilſt we are acceptable 

Bs? = our _ Tas and a in A his 
a 


The "wy Reaſon why's 
the Diſpleaſure of Men, 


the Approbarion of God, ts 
i conſtant and unchangeable ins bis Love, Men 


we need eu 
ſo 0 long as we have 


ave wavering and unfix*d, The moſt ſtrict and 
cloſely united of humane Friendſhips are yet 


as many ways ſubje&t to be diſſolved as there 
are Turns of Fortune or of Humour, Thoſe 
that were ated by mercenary Pricciples, 
and were entered into upon Proſpect of Ad. 
muſt of courſe fall to Pieces ſo ſoon 


Chance, the next diſaſtrous Accident carries 


off our — and out — 


, Becauſe he alom 


the N d a 
to be more hoot this Com plection; elſe 
how comes it to paſs that the Miſcrable are 
ſo generally deſerted, and that no Body will 
a. the Little and the Unfortunate ? Or if 
it ſhould be our Happineſs to fall into the Ac- 
quaintance of the more generous and diſinte- 
reſted Few, yet even They, as Sharers in com- 
mon of humane Frailty, are not without 
their Humours and Infirmities. Over and a- 
bove there are a Multitude of Medlars and 
Impertinents, that are always ready tu create 
Jealouſies and foment Miſunderſtandings ; ſa. 
that what betwixt one and the other we can 
never be ſecure how long the kind Fit will 
laſt, Where then's the Senſe of laying over- 
much Streſs upon ſuch a of > ona go and ſuſpici- 
ous Bottom? But whoſball ſeparate us from the 
Love of Goa? | ſhall Tribulation, or Diſtreſs, 
or Perſecution, or Famine, or Nakednels, or 
Peril, or Sword? Nay in all theſe things we 
are more than C e thro him that low- 
tus: For I am perſwaded that neither Death 
nor Life, nor Angels, nor Principality, nor 
Power, nor Height, nor Depth, nor any other 
C reature, ſhall . able to ſeparate us from the 
Love of God which i in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord; 
to whom with the Father and the Holy Ghoſt 
bealeribed, as is moſt due, all Honour, Power, $4 
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